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Background 
With regards to the aims of HELCOM Contracting Parties to develop oiled wildlife preparedness by December 
2016 according to HELCOM Recommendation 31E/6, this document contains descriptions of some important 
developments that the Response Working Group may wish to take note of. 
  

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the developments and discuss if any actions are required. 

http://helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2031E-6.pdf
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International developments regarding wildlife response 

1. IPIECA Good Practice Guide on Wildlife Response Preparedness 
Following the 2010 Macondo incident in the Gulf of Mexico, the oil industry launched a multi-year Joint 

Industry Programme in order to revisit and update existing approaches for oil spill response and 

preparedness, and to fill gaps that had become apparent during the Macondo response. 

One of the around 20 programme streams was the remake of the IPIECA Report Series on Oil Spill 

Preparedness and Response which has been the oil industry’s benchmark publications on good practices for 

decades. All the existing reports have been given an expert’s review and update and a brand new series of 

so called Good Practice Guides (GPGs) is now being published to replace the old series. 

One of the new guides that recently has been developed is the GPG on Wildlife Response Preparedness, 

which currently is in a final stage of approval and will be available before the end of 2014. This new guide 

replaces the 2004 IPIECA Guide to Oiled Wildlife Response Planning, and contains a broad overview of all key 

aspects of response preparedness, including assessments, plan development, capacity building, exercises and 

plan evaluation. This new guide will soon be available from the IPIECA website (www.ipieca.org), from where 

also the other new GPGs can be downloaded. It is recommended that all CPs take note of this new guide in 

their process of developing higher levels of national and regional preparedness. 

2. Setting up a Global Oiled Wildlife Response System 
Following a lunch meeting of a large number of international organisations1 at Interspill 2012, the oil industry 

invited Sea Alarm and a group of advanced oiled wildlife responders from across the globe to develop an 

international system of global tier-3 response. It took 2 years to conceptualise the project and organise its 

funding via the global oil industry, but recently it was decided to launch the project as part of new Joint 

Industry Programme that will start January 2015. The project will be funded via IPIECA and coordinated by 

Sea Alarm. A group of 10 wildlife response organisation will be developing a Global Oiled Wildlife Response 

System that can be contracted and mobilised by the oil industry for tier-3 assistance around the globe. The 

project will allow the response organisations to exchange and agree on good practice for oiled wildlife 

response. 

3. Proposal EU Civil Protection: European Module for Oiled Wildlife Response 
Sea Alarm has submitted a proposal to the European Commission aiming to develop a so called Module 

(experts and their equipment) that can be mobilised by the European Commission to assist with wildlife 

response within Europe or elsewhere in the world. Project partners are including the British RSPCA, Belgian 

WRCO, German ProBird and the Finnish WWF. ELF (Estonia) will be involved as a subcontractor. Although 

clearly related to the project described under (2), this EU project builds upon the more advanced cooperation 

between European organisations. Apart from a Standard Operational Procedure for Module mobilisation and 

onsite operations, the project will develop training packages for de different roles in the Module. Once 

developed, the project will organise training events for individuals from different European countries. The 

project will also prepare the Sea Alarm owned equipment for integration into the Module. Lastly the project 

includes a budget for various exercises, including one full Module mobilisation exercise that can be integrated 

in a national oil spill exercise. All in all, this project, if it is retained by the Commission, will provide a wide 

range of opportunities in supporting national and regional preparedness development. 

4. European protocol for oiled wildlife 
In the course of the last four years, Sea Alarm has facilitated a process of meetings between specialists 

response groups with the aim to develop a protocol for the rehabilitation of oiled seabirds. This process has 

                                                           
1 The meeting was attended by representatives of IMO, IPIECA, OSRL, ITOPF, IOPC Funds, BP, ExxoMobil, Shell, 

Chevron, Sea Alarm, OWCN, SANCCOB, RSPCA, and International Bird Rescue. 

http://www.ipieca.org/
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led to an agreed protocol which soon will be downloadable from the www.oiledwildlife.eu. This protocol will 

be a leading document for the training of experts for the Module (see 3), and can be used as a reference 

document for any specialist organisation that undertakes oiled seabird rehabilitation. 

5. Oiled wildlife response field exercise in the Netherlands 
One year ago in the Netherlands a large scale field exercise was organised as part of the exercise programme 

that forms an integrated part of the Dutch oiled wildlife response plan. The exercise included various table 

top exercises, a beach search and collection exercise including transport of animals, and the set up and use 

of a temporary facility (30x50 m floor space tent). With the use of 200 dummies the arrival of large numbers 

of birds into the facility could be simulated and this gave a high level of realism to the exercise. This type of 

exercises is recommended to countries that are in a process of developing preparedness. A report on the 

exercise can be downloaded from www.oiledwildlife.eu. 

 

http://www.oiledwildlife.eu/
http://www.oiledwildlife.eu/

